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June 12, 2013

Dear Tribal Representative:

This letter is a notice that Idaho Medicaid intends to submit a State Plan Amendment (SPA) to
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The amendment is in accordance with
section 2302 of the Affordable Care Act, entitled “Concurrent Care for Children,” which amends
sections 1905(0)(1), and 2110(a)(23), of the Social Security Act to remove the prohibition of
receiving curative treatment upon the election of the hospice benefit by or on behalf of a
Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) eligible child. This means parents
will no longer be required to forego curative treatment for their child if they choose hospice.

Idaho Medicaid has already made these changes effective March 23, 2010, to comply with the
Affordable Care Act. We have discussed this change with tribal representatives as part of our
policy presentations at our quarterly tribal meetings in 2010. The SPA is being submitted to
ensure that our formal agreement with the federal government accurately reflects our practice
and compliance with Medicaid program requirements.

Should you have any questions or comments about this letter or upcoming SPA, please contact
Arla Farmer, Alternative Care Coordinator, Division of Medicaid at (208) 364-1958, or by e-
mail at FarmerA@dhw.idaho.gov.
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