PROGRAM INFORMATION FOR IDAHO ACCESS CARD WAIVER (VENDOR)
Overview Description for the Program

· The Access Card helps working Idaho families pay the premiums for their children’s health insurance.

· The Access Card program provides health insurance to uninsured children.  The program has limited funding, which comes from the State of Idaho Insurance Premium Tax Fund. The number of participants the Department can enroll is based on these funds.
· The Access Card program assists families who prefer to enroll their eligible children into a private health insurance plan rather than a limited benefit public plan.
· The State of Idaho, Department of Health and Welfare will pay up to $100 per participant per month and up to $300 per family per month towards the family’s insurance premium payments.

· A family who has access to an employer sponsored health plan and chooses to enroll their eligible children into the program may only enroll if their employer will participate in the program.  If their employer chooses not to participate, they may enroll in an individual health insurance policy through a local representative.
· Currently Idaho legislation does not allow Self-Insured Employers to participate in the Access Card program.

· Required by House Bill 376, Idaho Insurance Companies are required to accept payment from a participating Access Card participant.   
· The program will post a list of enrolled Insurance Companies (Vendors) on the CHIP Website for eligible participants to view.  Posting the list assists participants when looking for an enrolled insurance company who is already an Access Card Program Vendor.
· Participants have the choice to switch between the Access Card and CHIP-B program or vice a versa to the Access Card program, will notify the Department in writing 45 days prior to the date they switch.  
· Participation in CHIP-B and the Access Card program is considered a qualifying event.  A participant is encouraged to enroll within 60 days from the date of the participant’s Access Card voucher. 

· Participants may choose to continue their participation with the Access Card program at the end of the twelve months of eligibility.  All participants are required to meet the annual eligibility requirements.  The Department will notify participants to renew their eligibility about 90 days prior to the end of their eligibility period.
Some Eligibility Requirements for Participants
· A participant of the Access Card program is eligible for benefits for a period of twelve continuous months starting from the first day of the month they submitted their application to the Department. 

· The Access Card program is available to all participants:

· who are under the age of 19, 
· at 150%-185% of the federal poverty guidelines, 
· live in the state of Idaho, and 
· a United States residence or qualified legal immigrant, 

· Participants cannot be a child of an employee or be an employee with the State of Idaho who is eligible for state sponsored health insurance.

· A participant in the Access Card program will no longer be allowed to receive twelve continuous months of eligibility if the following circumstances occur:
· Reach the last day of the month of their 19th birthday, 

· Move out of the State of Idaho,

· Provide fraudulent information for original eligibility determination,
· Death, or
· Eligibility finds you are eligible for a program that does not require cost sharing.
· For additional information, or an explanation on eligibility for participants or vendors please contact the Department of Health and Welfare, CHIP-B and the Access Card program at 1-866-326-2485 or log onto www.idahohealth.org and click on CHIP.
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