
Medical Care Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: January 13, 2010   Time: 1:30 – 2:30 PM         Location:   IDHW Medicaid Office         Moderator:  Toni Lawson, MCAC Vice/Acting-Chair 
                                                                                                         3232 Elder St. 
Goal: Update MCAC Members on DHW Issues      D-East Conference Room  
                                                                                                         Boise, ID 83705 
 
Committee Members Present: Toni Lawson (Idaho Hospital Assoc.-Acting Chair), Deedra Hunt (Idaho Office on Aging), James (Jim) R. Baugh (Disability Rights Idaho), Robert VandeMerwe 
(Idaho Health Care Assoc), Paula Marcotte (Mental Health Provider’s Association) 
DHW Staff :  Randy May (Deputy Administrator, Division of Medicaid)-Proxy for Paul Leary (Deputy Administrator, Division of Medicaid) 
Committee Guests: Natalie Peterson (Bureau Chief-Long Term Care, Division of Medicaid), Michele Turbert (Division of Medicaid), Pam Mason (Division of Medicaid), Sonciray Bonnell (North 
West Indian Tribes-Portland)-call in 
Committee Members Absent: Cathy McDougal (AARP), Johnna Pokibro (Shoshone Bannock Tribes), Judith Bailey (Idaho Medical Association), Denise Chuckovich (Idaho Primary Care Assoc.), 
Katherine Hansen (Community partnership of Idaho), Senator Patti Anne Lodge (Idaho State Senate), Deana Gilchrist (LINC), Representative Sharon Block (Idaho House of Representatives), 
Representative (Dr.) John Rusche (Board Certified Physician), 
DHW Staff Absent: Jane Smith (Administrator, IDHW Division of Health), Leslie Clement (Administrator, Division of Medicaid); 
 

Agenda Item Presenter Outcome/Action 

Introductions - Welcome members Toni Lawson Welcome /Roll Call 

Committee Business  
 

• Review minutes from 10/21/09,  
MCAC meeting 
 
• MCAC seats that reached 

term/expired/vacated 
o Rotating Individual 

Consumer seat 
representing Ada 
County termed 12/09 

o Resigned consumer-
Medicaid recipient 
vacated 10/09 

o Resigned rotating 
provider seat vacated 
12/09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Nomination of Paula Shaffer for 
rotating provider seat 
representing Pharmacy, termed 
12/09 

 

Toni Lawson 

Committee Business 
  
• The Committee reviewed the meeting minutes for 10/21/09 meeting.  There was no vote or 
acceptance of the minutes as there was not a quorum of voting members present. 
 
MCAC Seats reaching Term: 
• The present members discussed the vacant/vacating seats.   
• The Committee members had a brief discussion related to Jon Krutz’s, End of Life Coalition’s 
CEO and MCAC Chair’s resignation and the need for a new chair to be appointed in the April 2010 
meeting. 
 
• Jim Baugh brought to the attention of the members present that in his specific category of 
membership Rotating Individual Consumer seats, language indicates only one three year term 
may be served.  Mr. Baugh is currently serving a second term in this category and would like the 
Committee to look at either an alternative designee for his seat or hold discussion on changing that 
language.   
• Cathy McDougal with the AARP, also resides in one of the Rotating Individual Consumer 
seats.  Ms. McDougal has expressed interest in serving a second term.  Her term is due to expire this 
month (1/10). 
• Discussion was held in terms of changing the by-laws as to extend the number of terms that can 
be held by certain Committee membership categories.  
• This issue will be addressed with the entire Committee via: e-mail prior to the 4/21/10 meeting. 
• Discussion was held in regard to having Medicaid contact Ada County to see if there is anyone 
interested in filling the vacant Rotating Individual Consumer previously held by John Traylor. 
 
Nomination of New Committee Member Paula Shaffer: 
• The Committee members who were present met and heard a brief back ground of Ms. Shaffer’s 
qualifications.   
• Ms. Shaffer’s introduction will be sent to the Committee and her nomination will be addressed 
and voted on via: e-mail prior to the April meeting. 



Agenda Item 

• Committee Member Updates 

Presenter Outcome/Action 
  

Due to the time restraints and lack of a quorum, no updates were given. 
 
Action Items: 

(1) Rachel Strutton to work with Acting Chair, Toni Lawson on drafting new language for the 
bylaws pertaining to membership term limitations. 

(2) Rachel Strutton to provide Committee members with Paula Shaffer’s introduction and 
qualifications. 

(3) Toni Lawson to discuss contact of Ada County for solicitation of membership to the 
MCAC with Paul Leary. 

 
Program Updates 
 

• Medicaid HIT initiative  
Michele Turbert 

Program Updates 
Medicaid Health Information Technology (HIT) initiative:  
• Ms. Turbert reviewed a power point presentation titled Health Information Technology with the 
group.  See attached. 
 

Personal Assistance Oversight 
Committee Update Natalie Peterson 

• Ms. Peterson provided an update from the PAOC meeting held 12/10/09.   
• A copy of the 12/10/09 meeting minutes were provided in the MCAC meeting packets. 
• The next PAOC meeting is scheduled for 3/17/10. 

Medicaid Status Report 
• Administrative Rules 
• Waivers 
• State Plan Amendments 

Randy May 

• Mr. May reviewed the Division of Medicaid Policy Update January 2010 hand out.  This hand 
out provides updates to Administrative Rule, State Plan Amendments and Wavier activity.  
• A copy of Division of Medicaid Policy Update January 2010 hand out was provided in the 
MCAC meeting packets. 

Questions and Answers All There was no discussion, exchange of ideas or recommendations. 

Adjourn   

Remaining dates for 2010 MCAC meetings (all meetings are located at 3232 Elder, Boise Idaho): 4/21/10, 7/21/10 and 10/20/10 































 Legislative Intent HB 701                                               

  
 2011 Specific Direction that is not typically included in Medicaid's appropriation 

bills 
  
Sec 12 * Medicaid Pricing Freeze: Freeze all price increases, regardless of calculation 

basis, in all categories with the exception of those increases that are mandated by 
federal law 

Sec 13 * Medicaid Program Flexibility: DHW, by temporary rules based on its finding 
that it is necessary to do so to ensure that Medicaid programs administered by the 
department do not exceed its 2011 appropriations may impose requirements for 
Medicaid in the following manner: the temporary rule must 1) list each requirement 
being imposed; 2) list each section of Idaho Code affected and state how it is 
affected; 3) state the reason for each requirement being imposed; and 4) state the 
time for which each requirement is to be in effect provided that it shall not extend 
beyond June 30, 2011.  

Sec 14 * Medicaid Plan Modification Policy Direction: Maintain a viable, but reduced 
Medicaid program for as many vulnerable Idaho citizens, as similar in design as 
the current program as possible, within the fiscal climate. For that reason, rather 
than eliminating whole optional categories of Medicaid services or benefits or 
Medicaid plans, the Legislature directs the Department to reduce the Medicaid 
benefits package based on the following policy priorities in the following order: 

    A.  Pricing Modification Policy Priorities:  
 Review all Medicaid pricing structures and make reductions to ensure that the 

state of Idaho Medicaid plan does not pay any reimbursable service rate at a rate 
higher than Medicare currently pays for the same service. 

 Adjust any rates that have in the past been determined to be overpaid within a 
Medicaid service category. 



 Work with all providers within the current Medicaid plans to review and reduce 
current pricing in all Medicaid service categories through negotiations. If pricing 
reductions cannot be agreed to, then future options for the legislature to consider 
are removal of whole categories of optional services.  

 Review any other pricing modifications that can assist in maintaining a lower cost, 
but still provide accessible and substantially similar Medicaid benefit plans for 
current eligibility populations. 

   B. Benefit Modification Policy Priorities: 
 Review benefits within the Medicaid plans to eliminate noneffective, non-outcome-

based services and if there are minor adjustments to benefits for minor items that 
have not been addressed, then those identified benefits should be the first to be 
changed in benefit package adjustments. 

 Review & implement additional managed care (at-risk) contracts, or selective 
contracts, including implementing a formulary prescription drug plan. 

 Explore new waiver for mental health, developmental disability, and any other 
optional services for all Medicaid populations, including implementing waiting lists 
for nonessential services as a way to control costs. 

 Implement standardized, statewide assessments for mental health and 
developmental disability services that reduce the administrative burden on 
providers but still allow DHW to track service usage and outcomes, DHW is also 
directed to start the process of eliminating self-referral by providers. 

 Review any other benefit modifications that can assist in maintaining a lower cost, 
but still provide accessible and substantially similar Medicaid benefit plans for 
current eligibility populations. 

 If additional savings are needed after the previous policy reviews and 
modifications have been made, the Governor can implement any additional 
changes identified by DHW to meet the Medicaid budget.   

 All temporary changes shall be presented to the 2011 Legislature for review and 
recommendation for any ongoing permanent changes to the Idaho Medicaid 
program. 

 



























Medical Care Advisory Committee Meeting Informal Minutes 
 

Date: October 20, 2010   Time: 1:30 – 4:00 PM     Location:  IDHW Medicaid Office               Moderator:  Toni Lawson, MCAC Chair 
                                                                                                            3232 Elder St.           Co Moderator: Denise Chuckovich, Vice Chair 
Goal: Update MCAC Members on DHW Issues         D-East Conference Room  
                                                                                                            Boise, ID 83705 
 
Committee Members Present: Toni Lawson (Idaho Hospital Assoc.-Chair), Denise Chuckovich (Idaho Primary Care Assoc.-Vice Chair), Paula Marcotte (Mental Health Provider’s Association), 
Judith Bailey (Idaho Medical Association), Deana Gilchrist (Living Independence Network Corporation), Katherine Hansen (Community partnership of Idaho), Mary Ann Reuter (Idaho End-of-Life 
Coalition), 
DHW Staff Present:  Leslie Clement (Administrator, Division of Medicaid), Rachel Strutton (Committee Secretary), Natalie Petersen (Bureau Chief Long Term Care, Division of Medicaid), Patti 
Campbell (Project Manager, Division of Medicaid) 
Committee Members Absent: James (Jim) R. Baugh (Disability Rights Idaho), Cathy McDougal (AARP), Senator Patti Anne Lodge (Idaho State Senate), Representative Sharon Block (Idaho House 
of Representatives), Paula Shaffer (Idaho State Pharmacy Association), Dr. Quinn Dufurrena (Idaho Dental Association), Grant Luca (Medicaid participant), Deedra Hunt (Idaho Office on Aging), 
Robert VandeMerwe (Idaho Health Care Assoc), Representative (Dr.) John Rusche (Board Certified Physician), Johnna Pokibro (Shoshone Bannock Tribes), 
DHW Staff Absent: Paul Leary (Deputy Administrator, Division of Medicaid), Jane Smith (Administrator, IDHW Division of Health) 
Committee Guests: Michael McMahon, Vice-President Consumer Direct 
 

Agenda Item Presenter Outcome/Action 
Committee Business 
 

• Review minutes from the 7/21/10 
meeting 
 
 
 

 
• Remaining proposed meeting dates for 

2011 
o January 5, 2011-SET 
o April 20, 2011 
o July 20, 2011 
o October 19, 2011 

 
 
Committee Member Updates 

Toni Lawson 

Committee Business 
 
There were not enough Committee members present to represent a quorum.  Because of this no 
official Committee business was conducted.   
 
The meeting minutes from the July 21, 2010 meeting, as well as these meeting informal minutes 
from this October 20, 2010, meeting will have to be reviewed and voted into record during the next 
Committee meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be the first for the 2011 calendar year and has been set for January 5, 2011.  
At that time the remaining 2011 meeting dates will have to be approved. 
 
Committee Member terms expired/soon to expire discussion 
• Disabled Community Representative Seat currently held by Deana Gilchrist is scheduled to 
expire 10/2010.  Ms. Gilchrist is willing to hold a second term. 
• Medicaid Recipient Seat currently held by Grant Lucas has been vacated.   
 
 
Committee Member Updates 
 The Committee members shared some updates.   
 
Action Items  

(1) All Committee members to be considering nominee recommendations for the expired/soon 
to expire Committee seats to bring to the January 5, 2011 meeting. 

 
Program Updates 
 

• MMIS Update 

 
 
 
Patti Campbell 
 
 

Program Updates 
 
MMIS Update 
Ms. Campbell provided a handout and an update on Molina and the improvements that have been 
made since the last MCAC meeting.  (handout is an attachment to these minutes )   



Agenda Item Presenter Outcome/Action 
Personal Assistance Oversight Committee Update 

Natalie Peterson 

Personal Assistance Oversight Committee (PAOC) Update 
• Ms. Peterson provided an update from the PAOC meeting held September 15, 2010.   
• A copy of the September 2010, draft meeting minutes were provided in the MCAC meeting 
packets and will be added to the PAOC website upon approval.   
• The next PAOC meeting is scheduled for December 15, 2010. 
• Ms. Peterson provided an overview of the Money Follows the Person (MFP) Planning Grant 
recently awarded to Idaho Medicaid.   
• MFP Planning Grant was awarded for states to plan for the writing of the actual Money Follows 
the Person Grant. 
• Stakeholder meetings will be held to receive input for the operational protocol.  The first of 
these meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 19, 2010. 
• Funding to contract a grant writer and for video conferencing equipment is included in MFP 
Planning Grant.  The video conferencing equipment will allow ease of communication with 
stakeholders during the grant writing process. 

Medicaid Status Report 
 

Policy Update 
o Administrative Rules 
o Waivers 
o State Plan Amendments 

 

Leslie Clement 

Medicaid Status Report 
 
Policy Update 
• Ms. Clement provided a review of the Division of Medicaid Policy Update October 2010 on the 
projection screen.  This document provides an update to the activity related to Administrative Rule, 
State Plan Amendments and Wavier activity.  This document is updated to the MCAC website 
monthly and is available for review at: 
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Medical/Medicaid/MedicalCareAdvisoryCommittee/tabid/1
206/Default.aspx.   
 

 All 

Standing agenda item suggestions to be discussed in the January 2011meeting: 
• Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) update 
• Health Care Reform Updates  - as they become available 
 
Denise Chuckovich (Idaho Primary Care Assoc.) offered to provide a presentation on the impact of 
Health Care Reform on Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) and Rural Health Clinics 
(RHCs), during the January 5, 2011 meeting. 
 

Adjourn  The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 

The January 2011 meeting is set for 1/5/11. 

http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Medical/Medicaid/MedicalCareAdvisoryCommittee/tabid/1206/Default.aspx
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Medical/Medicaid/MedicalCareAdvisoryCommittee/tabid/1206/Default.aspx
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