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CDC RELEASES NEW EBOLA GUIDANCE FOR LABORATORIANS

CDC released interim guidance for laboratorians and other healthcare personnel collecting or handling
specimens in the United States on appropriate specimen collection, transport and testing of specimens
from patients who are suspected to be infected with Ebola virus. Potentially infectious diagnostic
specimens are routinely handled and tested in U.S. laboratories in a safe manner, through adherence to
standard safety precautions as outlined in this document.

This guidance complements guidance available on Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for
Hospitalized Patients with Known or Suspected Ebola Hemorrhagic Fever in U.S. Hospitals. U.S. hospitals
can safely manage a patient with Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) by following recommended isolation and
infection control procedures. Standard, contact, and droplet precautions are recommended for
management of hospitalized patients with known or suspected EVD. Frequently asked questions about safe
management of patients with EVD in U.S. Hospitals have also been added to the website.

For the latest information on Ebola, please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/.

Contact Idaho Bureau of Laboratories with any questions: Robert Voermans (voermanr@dhw.idaho.gov or
208-334-2235 ext. 255) or Michael Stevenson (stevensm@dhw.idaho.gov or 208-334-2235 ext. 269).

Message Categories

Lab Alert: conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention.

Lab Advisory: important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action.
Lab Update: updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action.
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