
6 TO 18 MONTHS 

DOMAIN 4: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

SUB-DOMAIN: SOCIAL STUDIES 

Social studies are defined as the integrated study of the social sciences. The social studies curriculum draws upon such disciplines as 
anthropology, archaeology, economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, sociology, and world affairs (Idaho state 

Department of Education Social Studies Position Statement, 2010-2016). 

Children learn about society, government, and civic behavior through personal experiences as a fam ily member, as a classroom member, and as 
a member of the community in which they live. Children start to learn about democracy by having many opportunities to live, work, and resolve 
problems with others. Early childhood experiences help children understand and respect their own history, how people are similar and different 
from each other, and how people in communities help each other. 

GOAL 45: CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF INDIVIDUAL FAIRNESS, GROUP RIGHTS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES (DEMOCRATIC 
IDEALS) FOR MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION IN GROUP ACTIVITIES (SUCCESSFUL CITIZENSHIP). 

Age Range 

6 to 18 
Months 

Developmental Growth 

Shows awareness of 
emotions for self and 
others. 

Child Indicators 

• Indicates the need for assistance (crying, using 
words, or gesturing) to adults and caregivers. 

• Comforts self by sucking, stroking, or hugging familiar 
objects. 

• Responds to emotions expressed by others (crying 
when others cry). 

• Follows simple directions or requests made by adults 
or children. 

• Looks to caregivers for assistance and guidance, 
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Caregiver Strategies 

• Provide a consistent, predictable, caring, and 
responsive environment. 

• Talk to and listen respectfully to all children by giving 
them undivided and sustained attention and eye contact. 

• Provide wait time to make sure children have time to 
think about their responses, as you wait for an answer 
or comment when you and the child are in a give and 
take conversation. 

• Direct children's attention to children who are laughing 
or crying or showing emotion and explain why that child 
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when needed. 

Shows awareness of boundaries for people, objects, 
activities, and settings (e.g. sits in car seat, chooses 
preferred adult over unfamiliar adult, or resists biting 
when breastfeeding). 

Claims objects, toys, and people with verbal or non-
verbal indicators (e.g. "mine!" or grabbing). 

Uses basic, simple self-help skil ls for feeding and 
undressing themselves. 

Shows interest in doing household and classroom 
chores such as clearing their spot at mealtime, wiping 
down a table, picking up toys, or pulling clothes from 
a laundry basket. 
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6 TO 18 MONTHS 

is having that reaction (e.g. "Look how happy Kim is. He 
is enjoying his cheerios." "Misty is crying because she 
wanted to go with her brother. He will be back later.") . . Model respect for diversity. . Respond promptly to needs . . Encourage expression of emotions in socially and 
culturally appropriate ways. 

• Set, discuss, remind, and follow through on simple rules 
and limits. 

• Play turn-taking games with a child (rolling a ball or 
looking at a picture) individually and in small groups of 
two or three. . Provide multiples of popular or novel toys so children 
can have time with the toy and to take turns with the toy, 
rather than having to share the item. . Provide materials (photographs, books, posters, games, 
puzzles, foods, dolls) that reflect home, family, 
community, and the world. . Provide child-sized household items for child to play and 
work with (cleaning cloths, brooms, kitchens items, 
garden tools). 
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