
FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD GRADES 

DOMAIN 1: APPROACHES TO LEARNING AND COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

SUB-DOMAIN: LEARNING APPROACHES 

PERSISTENCE AND ATTENTIVENESS (MASTERY, MOTIVATION, CONCENTRATION) 

G OAL 4: CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE PERSISTENCE AND SUSTAIN ATTENTION WHEN FACED WITH CHALLENGES OR FRUSTRATION. 

Age Range 

First, 
Second, 
and 
Third 
Grades 

Developmental Growth 

Considers and resolves 
difficult or frustrating 
situations with 
attentiveness and 
persistence. 

Child Indicators 

• Adapts in response to a difficult problem. 

• Might need adult support to return to a difficult task 
or problem. 

• Tries variations on previous schema for problem 
solving. 

• Can describe what works and what might not work 
in find ing solutions. 

• Generalizes solutions based on past experience. 

• Negotiates rules in games and structured play. 

• Listens to and responds to others ideas for solving 
conflicts or frustrations. 
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Caregiver Strategies 

• Provide sufficient time for closure and transition 
between projects. 

• Recognize child's ability to adapt problem-solving 
techniques. 

• Provide many and varied opportunities for child to use 
their own strategies to pursue goals, with adult 
assistance. 

• Provide opportunities for child to work on projects in 
peer groups for extended periods of time. 

• Provide activities with different levels of complexity and 
time requirements. 

• Provide opportunities for generalizing skills across 
people, materials, and settings (e.g . small group 
projects). 
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